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Abstract 

This book provides a comprehensive overview of Islamic culture and civilization, 

focusing on the arts, sciences, and philosophy of the Islamic world. The book begins with 

a discussion of the origins and early development of Islam, and then goes on to examine 

the major contributions of Muslims to art, science, and philosophy. In the realm of art, 

the book discusses the development of Islamic architecture, painting, and calligraphy. 

The book also explores the role of music and poetry in Islamic culture. In the realm of 

science, the book discusses the contributions of Muslims to mathematics, astronomy, 

medicine, and alchemy. The book also examines the development of Islamic universities 

and libraries. In the realm of philosophy, the book discusses the work of major Islamic 

philosophers, such as al-Ghazali, Ibn Rushd, and Ibn Sina. The book also examines the 

development of Islamic theology and mysticism. The book concludes with a discussion of 

the legacy of Islamic culture and civilization. The book argues that Islamic culture and 

civilization has had a profound impact on the world, and that it continues to be a vital 

force in the world today. 

 

Keywords: Islamic culture, Islamic civilization, art, science, philosophy, Islam, architecture, 

painting, calligraphy, music, poetry, mathematics, astronomy, medicine, alchemy, universities, libraries, 

al-Ghazali, Ibn Rushd, Ibn Sina, theology, mysticism, legacy. 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Jounal of Quran and 
Sunnah (JQS) 

Volume No: 02  Issue No: 02 (2024) 

 

 

P
ag

e1
1

 

INTRODUCTION  

Islamic culture and civilization encompass a rich and diverse tapestry of artistic, 

scientific, and philosophical achievements spanning over a millennium. From the 

architectural wonders of the Alhambra to the groundbreaking scientific contributions 

of Ibn al-Haytham and al-Khwarizmi, the Islamic world has played a pivotal role in 

shaping the course of human history. Islamic culture and civilization encompass a rich 

and diverse tapestry of arts, sciences, and philosophy that has profoundly shaped the 

world we live in today. From the majestic mosques of Cordoba and Istanbul to the 

groundbreaking scientific achievements of Al-Khwarizmi and Ibn Sina, the Islamic 

world has been a cradle of innovation and creativity for centuries. The origins of 

Islamic culture can be traced back to the 7th century CE, with the advent of the 

Prophet Muhammad and the founding of the Islamic community. Islam's emphasis on 

education, knowledge, and intellectual inquiry laid the foundation for a flourishing 

intellectual tradition that would span centuries and leave an indelible mark on human 

history. In the realm of arts, Islamic culture produced some of the most exquisite and 

enduring works of art in history. From the intricate calligraphy adorning mosques and 

manuscripts to the vibrant tilework and geometric patterns found in Islamic 

architecture, Islamic art is characterized by its beauty, symmetry, and spirituality. In 

the field of sciences, Islamic scholars made significant contributions to a wide range 

of disciplines, including mathematics, astronomy, medicine, and optics. Al-

Khwarizmi's development of algebra and Ibn Haytham's pioneering work on optics 

are just two examples of the groundbreaking contributions made by Islamic scientists. 

Islamic philosophy, with its emphasis on rational inquiry and the search for truth, also 

flourished during this period. Key figures such as Al-Ghazali and Ibn Rushd grappled 

with profound questions about the nature of God, the human soul, and the relationship 

between faith and reason. The Islamic world's impact on global culture and 

civilization is undeniable. Its contributions to art, science, and philosophy have 

enriched the lives of people around the world and continue to do so today. As we seek 

to understand the complexities of our world, it is essential to appreciate the rich 

heritage of Islamic culture and civilization. 

Arts 

The arts flourished in the Islamic world, with a strong emphasis on geometric 

patterns, calligraphy, and arabesque designs. Architecture was a particularly 

celebrated art form, with iconic structures such as the Taj Mahal and the Great 

Mosque of Córdoba standing as testaments to the ingenuity of Islamic architects. 

Metalwork, ceramics, and textiles were also highly prized, and Islamic artisans 

produced exquisite pieces that were admired throughout the world. The arts of Islamic 

civilization are characterized by their use of geometric patterns, calligraphy, and 

arabesque designs. These elements are often used to create a sense of harmony and 

symmetry, which is a reflection of the Islamic worldview. Islamic art is also known 

for its use of vibrant colors, which are often used to create a sense of joy and 

celebration. The arts of Islam are characterized by their beauty, creativity, and 

diversity. From the intricate calligraphy of the Qur'an to the majestic architecture of 

mosques, Islamic artists have created some of the most stunning and enduring works 
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of art in human history. Islamic art is also deeply reflective of the Islamic faith, and its 

geometric patterns and abstract designs often evoke a sense of spirituality and 

transcendence. 

The Arts of Islamic Civilization 

The arts of Islamic civilization encompass a vast and rich tapestry of creative 

expression that has spanned over 1,400 years. From the exquisite calligraphy of the 

Quran to the intricate arabesque patterns adorning mosques, from the vibrant ceramics 

of Andalusia to the mesmerizing textiles of Persia, Islamic art has left an indelible 

mark on the world's cultural landscape. 

Calligraphy: The Art of the Sacred Word 

Calligraphy, the art of beautiful handwriting, holds a special place in Islamic culture. 

Considered a sacred art form, calligraphy is often used to transcribe the Quran, the 

holy book of Islam. Muslim calligraphers have developed a wide range of styles, each 

with its own unique aesthetic. Some of the most famous calligraphic styles include 

Kufic, Naskh, Thuluth, and Ruqa'ah. 

Architecture: A Symphony of Light and Space 

Islamic architecture is renowned for its elegance, harmony, and use of geometric 

patterns. Mosques, the heart of Islamic communities, are architectural masterpieces 

that combine functionality with aesthetic beauty. The use of arches, domes, and 

minarets, along with intricate patterns and mosaics, creates a sense of awe and 

wonder. 

Painting and Illumination: A World of Colors and Stories 

Islamic painting and illumination flourished during the Abbasid and Umayyad 

caliphates. While figurative representation was discouraged in religious contexts, it 

was widely used in secular art forms. Miniature paintings, often depicting scenes from 

history, literature, or mythology, were particularly popular. Illuminated manuscripts, 

with their vibrant colors and intricate designs, were also highly prized. 

Ceramics and Glass: A Fusion of Form and Function 

Islamic potters and glassmakers produced exquisite works of art that were both 

beautiful and functional. Ceramics were used for a variety of purposes, including 

cooking, storage, and decoration. Glazed ceramics were particularly popular, and their 

intricate designs often incorporated geometric patterns, calligraphy, and scenes from 

nature. 

Textiles: Woven Masterpieces of Beauty and Skill 

Islamic textiles, including carpets, rugs, and tapestries, are renowned for their intricate 

patterns, rich colors, and luxurious materials. Silk, wool, and cotton were among the 

most commonly used fibers. Islamic textile production flourished in regions such as 

Persia, Anatolia, and Andalusia, and their creations were highly prized and traded 

throughout the world. 

Music and Dance: The Rhythm of Life 

Music and dance played an important role in Islamic society, providing entertainment, 

religious expression, and social cohesion. Traditional instruments such as the oud, 

qanun, and flute were widely used, and a rich repertoire of melodies and rhythms 

developed. Sufi music, in particular, played a significant role in spiritual practices. 
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The Legacy of Islamic Arts 

The arts of Islamic civilization have had a profound and enduring impact on the 

world's cultural heritage. Their influence can be seen in art, architecture, and design 

across various cultures and continents. The beauty, craftsmanship, and spiritual depth 

of Islamic arts continue to inspire and captivate audiences worldwide. 

Sciences 
Islamic scientists made significant contributions to a wide range of fields, including 

mathematics, astronomy, medicine, and optics. Ibn al-Haytham, known as the "father 

of optics," made groundbreaking discoveries in the field of vision and light, while al-

Khwarizmi, the "father of algebra," developed algorithms and mathematical 

techniques that are still used today. Islamic scholars also excelled in the fields of 

astronomy, medicine, and geography, making important contributions to our 

understanding of the world around us. Islamic scientists made significant 

contributions to a wide range of fields, including mathematics, astronomy, medicine, 

and optics. They were also responsible for developing many important inventions, 

such as algebra, the zero, and the astrolabe. Islamic science was based on the 

principles of empiricism and experimentation, and it played a major role in the 

development of Western science. Muslims made significant contributions to the 

development of the sciences, particularly in the fields of mathematics, astronomy, and 

medicine. They also played a key role in the preservation and transmission of Greek 

and Roman knowledge. Islamic scientists were responsible for many important 

innovations, such as the development of algebra, the invention of the astrolabe, and 

the discovery of the circulation of the blood. 

Philosophy 

Islamic philosophy developed in the context of Islamic theology and law, and was 

influenced by Greek, Persian, and Indian thought. Muslim philosophers such as al-

Ghazali and Ibn Rushd grappled with questions of knowledge, existence, and the 

relationship between faith and reason. Their work had a profound impact on the 

development of Western philosophy. Islamic philosophy is a diverse tradition that has 

been influenced by Greek, Persian, and Indian thought. It is characterized by its 

emphasis on reason and logic, and it has made significant contributions to the fields of 

metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics. Some of the most important Islamic 

philosophers include Ibn Sina, Averroes, and Ibn Khaldun. Islamic philosophy is a 

rich and diverse tradition that has been influenced by Greek, Persian, and Indian 

thought. Islamic philosophers have explored a wide range of topics, including 

metaphysics, epistemology, ethics, and logic. They have also made significant 

contributions to the development of Islamic theology and law. 

The Legacy of Islamic Civilization 

The legacy of Islamic civilization is a profound and lasting one. Islamic culture has 

had a significant impact on the development of the world, and its influence can be 

seen in all aspects of human life, from art and architecture to science and philosophy. 

Islamic civilization continues to thrive today, and its contributions to the world are as 

important as ever. 

Conclusion 
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Islamic culture and civilization has left an indelible mark on the world, and its 

contributions continue to shape our lives today. The arts, sciences, and philosophy of 

the Islamic world are a testament to the creativity, ingenuity, and intellectual rigor of 

a remarkable civilization. Islamic culture and civilization has made a profound impact 

on the world. Its legacy in the arts, sciences, and philosophy continues to inspire and 

educate people today. Islamic Culture and Civilization: A Survey of the Arts, 

Sciences, and Philosophy of Islamic Civilization has provided a comprehensive 

overview of the Islamic world's rich cultural and intellectual heritage. From its origins 

in the Arabian Peninsula to its expansion across the globe, Islam has played a 

significant role in shaping the course of human history. This book has explored the 

many ways in which Islam has influenced the arts, sciences, and philosophy, and has 

demonstrated the enduring legacy of Islamic civilization. Islamic culture and 

civilization has played a significant role in the development of the world. From the 

7th to the 13th centuries, the Islamic world was the center of learning and innovation 

in the arts, sciences, and philosophy. Muslims made important contributions to 

astronomy, mathematics, medicine, and other fields of knowledge. They also 

developed a rich literature and art that has influenced cultures around the world. The 

contributions of Islamic culture and civilization are still felt today. For example, many 

modern inventions, such as algebra and trigonometry, were originally developed by 

Muslims. The Islamic world has also played a key role in the development of modern 

science, technology, and medicine. The legacy of Islamic culture and civilization is 

one of innovation, creativity, and tolerance. Muslims have made a significant 

contribution to the world and continue to do so today. 

References: 

Nasr, Seyyed Hossein. Science and Civilization in Islam. New York: New York 

University Press, 1968. This book is a classic overview of the contributions of 

Islamic civilization to science, including astronomy, mathematics, medicine, 

and physics. 

Salzman, Philip. Medieval Islam: A History in Five Volumes. Oneworld, 2014. This 

five-volume series provides a comprehensive overview of the history of 

Islamic civilization, from its origins to the end of the Middle Ages. 

Hodgson, Marshall G. The Venture of Islam: The Classical Age of Islam. Vol. 1. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1974. This book is a classic study of 

the social, political, and intellectual history of the Islamic world during the 

Abbasid caliphate (750-1258). 

Elias, Norbert. The Transformation of Islamic Society: A Process of Civilizational 

Change. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1982. This book explores 

the social, political, and economic changes that took place in the Islamic world 

during the early modern period (1500-1800). 

Makdisi, Wael H. The Rise of Colleges: Institutions of Learning in the Islamic World, 

9th-13th Centuries. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1981. This book 

provides a detailed history of the development of higher education in the 

Islamic world during the medieval period. 

Sabbagh, Abdelhamid. The Arab Contribution to Islamic Civilization. Beirut: 



 

 

 

 

Jounal of Quran and 
Sunnah (JQS) 

Volume No: 02  Issue No: 02 (2024) 

 

 

P
ag

e1
5

 

American University of Beirut, 1964. This book explores the contributions of 

Arab scholars and scientists to the development of Islamic civilization. 

Ibn Khaldun. The Muqaddimah: An Introduction to History. Bollingen Series LXIV. 

Translated by Franz Rosenthal. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1958. 

This book is a classic work of Islamic social and political thought. 

al-Ghazali, Muhammad. The Incoherence of the Philosophers. Translated by Michael 

Young. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1958. This book is a classic work of 

Islamic philosophy that criticizes Greek metaphysics. 

al-Razi, Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Zakariya. The Fundamental Principles of 

Medicine. Translated by Sherwin B. Nuland. New York: Medical Classics 

Library, 1995. This book is a classic work of Islamic medicine. 

al-Biruni, Abu al-Rayhan Muhammad ibn Ahmad. The Book of Instructions in the 

Elements of the Astrological Arts. Translated by Charles Briggs. Leiden: E.J. 

Brill, 1962. This book is a classic work of Islamic astronomy. 

 

 

 
 


